SB 6221 - DI GEST

Finds that rising costs of health care are seriously
t hr eat eni ng t he physi cal and fiscal wel | - bei ng of
Washi ngtonians, the ability of Washington businesses to
conpete globally, farms to thrive, governnment to provide
needed services, schools to educate, and local citizens to
form new and successful business ventures.

Establishes the Wshington health partnership as a
public-private entity to provide conprehensive health coverage
to all residents of the state of Washington. The Washi ngton
heal th partnership shall seek to attain the follow ng goals:
(1) By 2012, every resident of this state shall have access to
af f ordabl e, conprehensive health care services;

(2) Services shall be provided through the private health
care sector

(3) The plan shall maintain and i nprove choice of health
care providers and high quality health care services in this
state; and

(4) The plan shall include cost-containnent strategies
t hat retain and assure affordable coverage for all
Washi ngt oni ans.

Provides that the Wshington health partnership is
governed by a board conposed of nenbers nom nated by the
governor, wth the advice and consent of the senate, and
appoi nted for staggered six-year terns.

Provides that a person and the nenbers of the person's
imediate famly are eligible to participate in the
partnership if the person satisfies all of the follow ng
criteria: (1) The person has maintained his or her place of
permanent residence in this state for at |east twelve nonths;

(2) The person nmaintains a substantial presence in this
state; and

(3) The person is not: (a) eligible for health care
coverage froma foreign governnment or the federal governnent,
including nedicare and nedicaid; (b) an inmte of a state
correctional institution; or (c) placed or confined in, or
commtted to, an institution for the nentally ill or
devel opnment al | y di sabl ed.

Provides eligibility in the partnership, regardless of
other requirements, to children under age eighteen and
pregnant wonen residing in the state, public enployees, and
certain people receiving health coverage under a collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent.

Requires that the partnership shall inplenent outreach
and education efforts to facilitate inforned enroll nment.

Declares that the partnership shall establish a health
care program that will take effect on January 1, 2010. The
program shal |l provide a standardi zed set of covered services.



Provides that the partnership shall annually solicit
seal ed prem um bids from conpeting networks for the purpose of
offering health care coverage to enrollees in the Washi ngton
heal t h partnership.



